working-and the speculation of the scientist, and it is therefore not surprising that the medical research worker has made himself fully conversant with this method, in order to employ it in the most varied fields of investigation. Thus the determination of the optical reaction of the different human secretions and excretions has given us a deeper insight into what goes on in the body under healthy and diseased conditions. The polarimeter, the spectrograph and recently, the interferometer also, are used for clinical purposes; besides these, the refractometer has also for many years been looked upon as part of the equipment of a well-furnished laboratory.
With the aid of the last-named instrument the refractive index (also called [Oct., 1929. Remove the glass dust by wiping the tube, as otherwise it would scratch the prisms of the refractometer. Now take the U-shaped portion of the tube in the fingers of one hand and the two sides in the fingers of the other and break off both sides simultaneously. The serum is contained in these, and it can easily be examined in tlie refractometer with the auxiliary prism.
Reiss (52) Refractometry has also been employed recently for the determination of fibrinogen.
Kaufmann (27) 
